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				A Counsel Against Despair			
		

				
					
			August 15, 2010		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			MANY THINGS ARE POSSIBLE Not everything. Not paradise or perfection. But many things. Better things. Clearer, deeper ways of seeing. Richer, deeper ways of being. Many things are possible. Despair is a disease spread by the powerful, like smallpox laced in a blanket, to keep us weak, distracted, and in thrall. Time is against us, always against us, the mortal tincture working its way. But while breath and blood still flows behind the caging bone, MANY THINGS ARE POSSIBLE *** *** *** *** *** *** ***  
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			Luminous Landmark As we noted here recently, Arthur Silber is in the midst of a landmark series on the Wikilieaks revelations — a series whose profound implications and insights extend far beyond the particulars of the current controversy (although he has many pertinent things to say about those as well). I’m sure I will be drawing on these essays in the days to come. Circumstances prevent me from doing them justice at the moment, so for now I just want to point you to them once again (several more have appeared since their first mention here), and urge you to
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			I noted here a couple of weeks ago that I was looking "forward to seeing more of the genuine revelations of heretofore undisclosed crimes that will likely be emerging from the still largely unexplored documents" released by Wikileaks last month. I have not been disappointed. (I’ve also been in the process of revising much of my first reaction to the document dump; but more on that later perhaps.) As the media froth surrounding the initial appearance of the documents recedes, the nuggets of hard truth become clearer, with diligent researchers digging through the trove. For example, Bretigne Shaffer finds some
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			Back to the world again, after 10 days of total media de-tox: no internet, no television, no radio, no newspapers, nothing but those quaint cubical constructions of paper and ink known as books. I would highly recommend one of those cubes to anyone interested in elucidating the cultural, political, social, spiritual, and psychological bedevilments that inform our bruising and battering age: The Master and the Emissary: The Divided Brain and the Making of the Western World, by Iain McGilchrist. For me personally, the book has been not only a richly fecund field of new insights and connections, but also, in
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				One for the Road: Bread is Life			
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			  BREAD IS LIFE SEX IS LIFE IN THESE TWO THINGS ALL ELSE RESIDES THE VERY FORCE THAT DRIVES THE MIND SUBLIMATED AND SUBLIME THE MIGHTY HUNGER OF THE GUT TO HAVE WHAT IT HAS NOT FEEDS THE SINEWS AND THE BLOOD FROM WHICH EMERGE THE FACE OF GOD  BREAD IS LIFE SEX IS LIFE IN THESE TWO THINGS IS ALL OUR STRIFE UNCOMPREHENDED AND UNBOUND THEY PULL THE STRONGEST FORTRESS DOWN IN THEIR REPRESSION PRESSURE BUILDS FINDS RELEASE IN CANKERED ILLS MASS STARVATION OF THE SOUL SPIRIT TOMBED IN MARBLE COLD  BREAD IS LIFE SEX IS LIFE MADE ONE
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				Update: Another Look at the Wikileaks Releases			
		

				
					
			July 28, 2010		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			In two recent posts (here and here), Arthur Silber provides a different and fruitful perspective on the Wikileaks document dump, one that looks beyond the specific content of the revelations and their presentation by the media and political establishments, which were the concern of my recent post on the matter. In his posts, Silber speaks to the efficacy of the example of active personal opposition to the hideously brutal and destructive structures of power. As he notes in one of the pieces: If you were to tell me that you could demonstrate that Assange is nothing more than an opportunistic
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				Hungry Like the Wolf: Obama’s Legacy of Hope and Change in Honduras			
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			In the first year of his presidency, the first year of the "hope and change" he promised to bring to the conduct of American affairs, Barack Obama countenanced — and abetted — a coup in Honduras that ousted a mildly reformist, democratically elected president and replaced him with a clique of thuggish elites who now rule, illegitimately, through repression, threat and outright murder. Since the installation of these throwbacks to the corrupt and brutal ‘banana republics’ of yore, Obama’s secretary of state, the "progressive" Hillary Clinton, has spent a good deal of time and effort trying to coerce Honduras’ outraged
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				Leaky Vessels: Wikileaks “Revelations” Will Comfort Warmongers, Confirm Conventional Wisdom			
		

				
					
			July 26, 2010		
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			(Updated and revised.) (Updated and revised again, Tuesday, July 27) “I am shocked — shocked! — to find gambling is going on in here” — Captain Renault at the gaming tables in Casablanca. The much ballyhooed dump of intelligence and diplomatic files concerning the Afghan War has been trumpeted as some kind of shocking expose, “painting a different picture” than the official version of events — revelations that are sure to rock the Anglo-American political establishments to their foundations. The New York Times, The Guardian and Der Spiegel were given 92,000 reports by Wikileaks, including thousands of pages of raw
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				USA-WMD: America’s Covert Hiroshima in Iraq			
		

				
					
			July 25, 2010		
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			Years ago, I wrote about the use of chemical weapons in the American assault on the Iraqi city of Fallujah in 2004. I was attacked at the time for my "wild accusations" by many people, across the political spectrum, even by stalwart dissidents, who felt that such "exaggerations" undermined the "effectiveness" of the anti-war movement, preventing it from being taken "seriously" by the "serious" players in the power structure. Later, of course, American military officials — and serving soldiers — admitted using white phosphorus and other chemical weapons in the assault. Over the years, small-scale medical studies have pointed to
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				Anglo-American Political Philosophy 101: The Poor Must Die			
		

				
					
			July 25, 2010		
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			News from Blighty: the disparity in death rates between the well-off and the poor in the UK  is now greater than at any time since 1921. The London Review of Books points to a new study by the British Medical Journal that shows that by 2007, “for every 100 people under the age of 65 dying in the best-off areas, 199 were dying in the poorest tenth of areas.” The Journal study said that the data suggest “it was only prolonged and enthusiastic state intervention” that kept the disparity from being greater. On the other hand, the elite-coddling market jihadism
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