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			November 22, 2010		
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			We are under hack attack again. Just wanted to remind you that if you ever find this site in some difficulty, you can always check the original site, Empire Burlesque 1.0, where any new posts will be published, until the storm blows over.
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				Heavy Metal: Obama Brings the ‘Hard Edge’ of Empire Down on Afghanistan			
		

				
					
			November 21, 2010		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			I had intended to write a piece about the Washington Post story on the American deployment of battle tanks to Afghanistan for the first time, and how this development is part of the "harder edge" that David Petraeus and Barack Obama are now applying to the people of Afghanistan — increasing air strikes and night raids on villages, razing houses, and "blowing up stuff and killing people who need to be killed." Together, Obama and Petraeus are driving a savage "uptick" in violence, death and destruction in the occupied land — a bloodthirsty process which has been almost universally ignored
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			There are a number of basic facts that are largely ignored in today’s world, at a great cost to a great many people. Here’s one: Military forces are designed to carry out military operations. You cannot use them for nation-building or constructing a civic society; if you do, you will fail. This fact is so evident, so banal, that one is almost embarrassed to point it out. Yet apparently it remains a wonderment, an unfathomable conception, to the makers of state policy — even those reportedly intelligent enough to play 11-dimensional chess. Now here is another blatantly obvious, common-as-dirt fact:
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			Decades before you were born, an invading army occupied your native land. The army of occupation has blighted and repressed your people for generations. You have heard your parents and your grandparents talk of all that they have lost, all that was taken from them, the friends and relatives they have seen killed, how the brutal, stifling occupation has bred extremism (often funded and promoted by the occupiers) that has riven your society, and how all hope of an ordinary peaceful life has been taken from your family, and from you. You are 13 years old. One day, you see
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				Blind Man’s Bluff: Hitchens Pays Obeisance to His One True God			
		

				
					
			November 15, 2010		
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			One hates to kick a man when he’s down – and Christopher Hitchens, facing an almost certain doom from cancer, is certainly down. But as he has lived his life pulling no punches against those whom he felt (by whatever standards he held at the time) to be spewing murderous bullshit, let us honor this cherished principle of his by applying it to his own words.   Hitchens was given a lavish and almost entirely adulatory spread in The Observer this weekend, holding forth in his usual “young trendy leftist turned aged imperial apologist” manner. There is not much of interest
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			  Today, as pious public honors are paid in the US and UK to those killed on behalf of whatever the ruling elites of their day decided was the "national interest," we can do no greater service than point you to Arthur Silber’s latest, and urge you to go there and read the whole thing (including the wealth of links). Below is a brief excerpt, dealing with the fundamental evil at the basis of the administration of the most progressively progressive Peace Laureate to ever hold public office: Barack Obama’s jaw-dropping assertion, in open court, of his (and his minions’)
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			November 10, 2010		
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			I had the lead letter in The Times today, concerning their recent interview with the book-hawking George W. Bush. The circumspect editors cut my text down to the gist — although it was pretty circumspect already by my standards — but at least the message got out to a wider audience. The Times website is now notoriously behind a paywall, of course, so I can’t link to it — but thanks to the miracle of cut-and-paste technology, here is the letter as they ran it: Sir, If waterboarding is now a legitimate tool of a democratic state, why stop there?
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			(UPDATED BELOW) Today’s guest blogger is our old friend Boris Pasternak, he who once caught the “echoes from the future,” and is today writing from the past — September 20, 1924, in fact — with insights about the present. “There are times when you begin to feel you are breathing lies, universal and all-pervading, soaking through absolutely everything around you, beginning with the bricks and ending with people’s conversations … Here, the voices of the marketplace, ignorance, narrow-mindedness, racial hatred and the like, are freely and dazzlingly blended with their opposites. This is what allows these dark undertones to acquire

		

		
		
			Read more»		

				

				
				
				
				
			
				Obama’s Peace Dividend: War Profiteering in the land of Gandhi			
		

				
					
			November 7, 2010		
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			The Nobel Peace Laureate Barack Obama, who in his prize-claiming speech boldly claimed the mantle of Mahatma Gandhi, is now visiting India. And why has he made this pilgrimage to the homeland of his spiritual mentor? Has he come to drink more deeply of the wellsprings of satyagraha, to steep himself more thoroughly in the Gandhian principles of courageous, active, non-violent resistance to evil, to the Mahatma’s ceaseless dedication to the poor and the outcast? No: he has come to seal the deal on the sixth largest sale of war weapons in the history of the United States: $5 billion
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			"Somewhere in hell, Joseph Stalin is smiling." So says Tony Keller, quite aptly, in his report on one of the great travesties of justice in our time (and that is a long, long list): the outrageous show trial of Omar Khadr, a young Canadian who recently pleaded guilty to various spurious "terrorism" charges after spending eight years in the maw of the American gulag, since his capture in Afghanistan at the age of 15. While America’s attention was diverted by the witless (and war-avoiding) blather of the recent election campaign, the Pentagon prosecutors of the Peace Laureate in the White
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