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				A Future in Hell: The Bitter Fruits of Bellicose Policy			
		

				
					
			July 18, 2014		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			1.As Israel begins its latest ground assault on the Gaza Ghetto — accompanied by whoops of support across the American political and media spectrum — it is worth remembering this: For the third time in five years, the world’s fourth largest military power has launched a full-scale armed onslaught on one of its most deprived and overcrowded territories. Since Israel’s bombardment of the Gaza Strip began, just over a week ago, more than 200 Palestinians have been killed. Nearly 80% of the dead are civilians, over 20% of them children. But the idea that Israel is responding to a hail
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				The Fatal Bargain: Oil and Blood in a Burning World			
		

				
					
			July 14, 2014		
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			Israel’s disproportionate and increasingly pernicious role in American politics and policies is well-known. But Washington’s decades-long collusion of corruption with the repressive, retrograde regime of Saudi Arabia has if anything been even more disastrous for the world.Historians of the next millennium will look back on the fatal bargain that humanity has made with fossil fuels as one of the great wrong turnings in the history of homo sapiens. By the end of this century it will have burned or drowned vast portions of the planet and plunged billions of people into ruin and suffering. The benefits that arose from our
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				Massacre of the Innocents: Slaughter in the Gaza Ghetto			
		

				
					
			July 13, 2014		
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			The horror of Israel’s latest slaughter in Gaza speaks for itself — despite the mountainous flow of media sludge designed to obscure the reality of the aggression. Even the New York Times has been forced to print a few stories about the high number of civilian deaths being caused by the Israeli assault on the “Warsaw Ghetto” they have made of Gaza, noting the hospitals and mosques and private homes where dozens of innocent people have been blown to pieces by Israel’s weaponry (much of it American-made). Israel has imprisoned the people of Gaza in a stateless limbo while carefully
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				Court and Caliphate: New SCOTUS Ruling Fuels Sectarian Rise			
		

				
					
			July 4, 2014		
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			On Thursday, the Supreme Court ruled that a sectarian college in Illinois, Wheaton College, did not have to fill in a federal form to claim its exemption from regulations providing contraception coverage in its employee insurance programs. Note that the issue was not a question of whether the college was exempt from the regulation, as in the Hobby Lobby case. As a sectarian institution, it was already exempt. What the college objected to was simply sending a form to the government regarding the exemption. This, they said, would involve them in “a grave moral evil,” because notifying the government would
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				Inside Job: Ex-Power Player Pounds Imperial Poobah			
		

				
					
			July 3, 2014		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			Lawrence Wilkerson, former chief of staff to Colin Powell, delivers a blistering attack on his former Bush Regime colleague Dick Cheney — and the idea of rapacious empire that Cheney serves and embodies — in language rarely seen in the mainstream press from a thoroughly entrenched Establishment figure. A sample: Whether murder and plunder in India, slaughter in Algeria, devastation in Cameroon, or torture and massacre in the Philippines, few western powers can rightfully claim innocence. And, perhaps most worrisome, their national myths mask or even convert most of the crimes, and what the myths don’t eliminate or alter poor
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				Another Murderous Milestone: 60 Years of Carnage			
		

				
					
			June 28, 2014		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			This month, the world has marked significant historical milestones: the 70th anniversary of the D-Day landing (and unmarked, except in Russia, the 70th anniversary of the Red Army’s Operation Bagration, the largest battle in world history, in which the Soviets broke the back of the Nazi army); and the 100th anniversary of the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo, the spark that led to the First World War.But this week saw the anniversary of another major turning point in modern history, a campaign that became — and remains — the enduring template of foreign policy for the world’s most
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				Where the Shadows Yearn			
		

				
					
			June 23, 2014		
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			Cutting marks in a dark heart’s wax: Low Warm Gold. (Or alternatively, here.) In memoriam Marina Tsvetaeva
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				Back to the Future: A Voice of Sanity on Iraq			
		

				
					
			June 16, 2014		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			Sami Ramadani, an Iraqi writer who fled persecution by Saddam’s regime but who was also a powerful voice against the Anglo-American aggression against his country in 2003, exposes one of the many lies about Iraq that have infected both sides of the interventionist argument: that it is a land seething with ancient, irrepressible sectarian hatreds that can only be put right by separation. It’s an important piece, worth reading in full, but here are some excerpts: Tony Blair has been widely derided for his attempted justification of the 2003 Iraq invasion, and his claim last weekend that he’s blameless over
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				Hell’s Gate: The Iraqi Blitzkrieg and the Cult of Violence			
		

				
					
			June 12, 2014		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			(UPDATE BELOW) The bitter fruits of the monstrous evil the United States inflicted on Iraq are ripening before our eyes. The blitzkrieg by ISIS, a radical militia so extreme that even al Qaeda disowned it, has swept through large swaths of the country and laid bare the sham of the government system imposed by the American invaders. Having engineered the senseless slaughter of hundreds of thousands of innocent people and provoked a murderous sectarian war, the Americans installed a government based along strict sectarian lines — a choice that was guaranteed to exacerbate internal strife and produce weak, ineffective, disunited governments.
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				A Matter of Principle: The True Aims of the Terror War			
		

				
					
			June 10, 2014		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			The moral insanity of the Terror War continues to spawn more violence, more extremism, more repression, more injustice, and the total subversion of the “Western values,” all of which it is ostensibly designed to defend. A new piece by Patrick Cockburn in the Independent provides a grimly illuminating look at this insanity in action on a specific front: Syria. It’s worth reading in full, but here is an excerpt: The Syrian war has turned into a Syrian version of the Thirty Years War in Germany four centuries ago. Too many conflicts and too many players have become involved for any
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