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				Remembering a Veteran Lost in the Madness of War			
		

				
					
			May 25, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			Lost in Biloxi…. He lost his way in BiloxiHe lost his way down on that shoreThat was still choked with the debrisOf a storm from long beforeHe lost his way in the madhouseWhere he tended to the menWhose young souls had been shatteredBy a war that will have no end He was a boy from the countryFull of bluster, full of beansHe grew up sheltered in that valleyFrom the world’s ungodly scenesThen they threw him in the maelstromThey threw him in the floodThey taught him death and anguishThey taught him grief and blood He came back home and he started
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				Murder’s Loophole: US Cluster Bombs Rain Mass Death on Yemen			
		

				
					
			May 3, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			On Sunday, Human Rights Watch reported that Saudi Arabia is dropping cluster bombs supplied by the United States in the relentless onslaught on Yemen. These horrific weapons — which not only unleash mass death on first use but leave unexploded bombs that can kill for months or years afterward — have been banned by 116 nations. The United States has not signed the convention against cluster bombs, but has greatly restricted their use. However, a loophole left in US law allows the Pentagon’s favorite war profiteers to sell cluster bombs abroad. The Saudis are dropping the cluster bombs near villages,
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				Sham and Shame: Saudi-US Slaughter in Yemen Shows Truth of Terror War			
		

				
					
			April 29, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			Last week, the United States sent an armada to Yemen, to help enforce a blockade of the poverty-ridden country as it groans under the mass slaughter of Saudi Arabia’s American-backed war of aggression. Now the Saudis, employing the bombs they procured from U.S. war profiteers, have shut down aid shipments by air with a bombing raid on the capital, Sana’a. The result will be more hunger, suffering and death in one of the world’s poorest countries. — But hey, wasn’t Obama so funny at that media dinner thing! While aiding the Islamic extremists of Saudi Arabia to help al Qaeda
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				Inglorious Goobers: Progressives Line Up to Defend Corrupt Clintons			
		

				
					
			April 24, 2015		
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			It’s amusing to see how our staunch progressives — who believe so deeply in a level playing field and fair play, who railed so vociferously against crony capitalism back in Bush-Time — are now twisting themselves in knots to dismiss the stories about that long-festering font of corruption, the Clinton Foundation. Suddenly, what was once evil and corrosive — peddling elite insider influence for private profit — is just old hat, no big deal, business as usual. Indeed, Digby, the very avatar of “anguished support” (Tarzie’s deeply apt description of our progressives’ blind self-tethering to a party whose leaders —
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				Fear of a Black Prophet: The Lowdown on the Takedown of Cornel West			
		

				
					
			April 23, 2015		
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			Glenn Ford says, with eloquent heat, exactly what I was thinking: that Michael Dyson’s brutal character assassination of Cornel West in the historically racist pages of the New Republic was, above all else, an application for a job in the upcoming Hillary Clinton administration. Ford writes: But, of course, there is method to Dyson’s meanness. The true purpose of his elongated smear of Dr. West is to demonstrate to Hillary Clinton’s camp that Dyson remains a loyal Democratic Party operative who is available for service to the new regime. Having observed how hugely Al Sharpton prospered as President Obama’s pit
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				Heart of Darkness: An Exceptional Danger			
		

				
					
			April 5, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			*** This is my column from the latest print version of CounterPunch Magazine. *** According to latest report from the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, the United States currently deploys some 2,080 nuclear warheads, ready to launch at a moment’s notice. It has 500 tactical nuclear weapons — for combat use, not strategic strikes — primed in bases across Europe. There are also 2,680 American warheads in storage. They can be brought out at short notice and added to the active arsenal. Including retired but still intact weapons, the United States possesses 7,100 nuclear warheads, any one of which could
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				Another Week, Another War: The Iron Logic of America’s Middle East Madness			
		

				
					
			March 27, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			Another week, another war. And yet another American alliance with the forces of Islamic extremism. Washington is clearly the guiding force between the Saudi-led invasion of Yemen — a move that will almost certainly lead to a protracted and ruinous conflict, spilling over many borders and, as usual, creating fertile ground for more extremism. In other words, America’s war profiteers and military imperialists have given themselves another rich seam of loot and power. And in Yemen, as in Syria, the Yanks are fighting shoulder-to-shoulder with their old allies, al Qaeda, once again. As usual, some of the best analysis of
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				Children’s Crusade: The Nightmare-Makers of the West			
		

				
					
			March 18, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			The defenders of Western values are always bold and brave: Israeli Soldiers Raid Homes, Question Kids as Young as 9 (NBC). Yes, it takes enormous courage for a gang of armed and body-armored men to barge into private homes in the middle of the night, haul children out of bed, point their weapons at them and batter them with threats and questions. We are indeed fortunate that such a bastion of our precious Western ideals exists in the Middle East, which is otherwise filled with brutal barbarians. And now that King Bibi has been re-anointed, the beat — and the
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				A Reasoned Response to a Washington Post Call for War With Iran			
		

				
					
			March 14, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			I was going to write a careful, reasoned commentary on this article in the Washington Post — “War With Iran is Probably Our Best Option” — written by a highly respected fellow at the Foreign Policy Institute of Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies, Joshua Muravchik. But in the end all I could find to say was this:  I hope this slavering, shrivelled-up, dead-souled little coward finds himself on the front lines of the war he advocates. I’m sick to death of these timorous motherfuckers sitting on their well-wadded asses pushing for wars they’ll never fight. I want
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				Master’s Degree: Teaching Torture as a Western Value			
		

				
					
			March 10, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			In a recent London Review of Books article detailing the abysmal horrors of Egypt’s prison system — a multi-circled hell with visible and invisible layers, all of them wretched, some of them unspeakably so — Tom Stevenson noted, in passing, this piece of historical context: “The prison system in Egypt is the legacy of a long period of British control, followed by the successive autocracies of Nasser, Sadat and Mubarak. It was in a British prison during the Second World War that some of the torture techniques now employed by Egyptian intelligence were refined. The Combined Services Detailed Interrogation Centre
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