


Skip to content

		
								
						
					
			
								
				
																
															
															

				

					

		

				
			
									

		

							

		
				
						
					
			
								
				
			
			
					HOME
	ARCHIVES
	VIDEO
	MUSIC
	ABOUT
	CONTACT
	SEARCH

			
						
					HOME
	ARCHIVES
	VIDEO
	MUSIC
	ABOUT
	CONTACT
	SEARCH

			
				

				

				
				
						
					HOME
	ARCHIVES
	VIDEO
	MUSIC
	ABOUT
	CONTACT
	SEARCH

			
					
						Menu
		

					
					HOME
	ARCHIVES
	VIDEO
	MUSIC
	ABOUT
	CONTACT
	SEARCH

			
				

				

					

		

							

		
						

				
									
						
					
			
								
				
			Music
		

				

				
				
						
							

					

				

				
				
																
															
															

				

				
				
			
			
											

											Buy CD from Amazon
											
									


				

				

				
				
			Video
		

				

				
				
			Book
		

				

				
				
																														

				

				
				
						
											

											Amazon.com
											
									
	
											

											Amazon.com (UK)
											
									
	
											

											Barnes & Noble
											
									


				

				

				
				
			Blog Roll
		

				

				
				
						
											

											Arthur Silber
											
									
	
											

											Bright Terrible Spirit
											
									
	
											

											Mark Curtis
											
									
	
											

											Angry Arab
											
									
	
											

											Counterpunch
											
									
	
											

											Antiwar.com
											
									
	
											

											A Tiny Revolution
											
									
	
											

											William Blum/Killing Hope
											
									
	
											

											Baltimore Chronicle
											
									
	
											

											Buzzflash
											
									
	
											

											Magnificent Valor
											
									
	
											

											The Distant Ocean
											
									
	
											

											Informed Comment
											
									
	
											

											Vast Left
											
									
	
											

											TomDispatch
											
									
	
											

											Truthdig
											
									
	
											

											Welcome to the Sideshow
											
									
	
											

											Winter Patriot
											
									
	
											

											Andy Worthington
											
									
	
											

											Alicublog
											
									
	
											

											Dennis Perrin
											
									
	
											

											Crooks and Liars
											
									
	
											

											ConsortiumNews
											
									
	
											

											Eschaton
											
									
	
											

											Black Agenda Report
											
									
	
											

											LRB Blog
											
									
	
											

											European Tribune
											
									
	
											

											Iraq Vets Against the War
											
									
	
											

											Blues and Dreams
											
									


				

				

				
				
			Blogspot  Archives
		

				

				
				
																														

				

				
				
						
											

											Click here for the Original Empire Burlesque
											
									


				

				

				
				
						
											

											January 2005
											
									
	
											

											February 2005
											
									
	
											

											March 2005
											
									
	
											

											April 2005
											
									
	
											

											May 2005
											
									
	
											

											June 2005
											
									
	
											

											July 2005
											
									
	
											

											August 2005
											
									


				

				

				
				
			Partner Site
		

				

				
				
						
											

											Pacific Free Press
											
									


				

				

				
				
																														

				

				
				
						
											

											Atlantic Free Press  (retired)
											
									
	
											

											Gorilla Radio with Chris Cook
											
									


				

				

				
				
																														

				

					

		

				
			
								
				
			
		
				
				
				
			
				Anthem for an Ex-Republic, in the Age of Endless War			
		

				
					
			July 22, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			“You love your freedom; we love it too. That’s why we took it, so we can guard it for you. We’ll keep it safe, locked in the vault; every Fourth of July you can take it for a walk….”

		

		
		
			Read more»		

				

				
				
				
				
			
				Searching for a Soldier’s Grave: The Ones Who Lost the Music			
		

				
					
			July 17, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			(Another recent column for the print version of CounterPunch.) It was a run-down house in a bad neighborhood. In the front yard, a gray Chevette with a smashed grill. The porch sagged and creaked as I walked across it. The front door was unlocked. I went in. It was not dark yet, but late in the day. The wide front room was shadowy; no furniture except a folding card table, a couple of folding chairs and a clapped-out recliner. The table was heaped with a jumble of loose papers, unopened mail, empty beer cans, a dead computer. A slight whiff
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				Bachmann Terror Overdrive: The Age of Rapture			
		

				
					
			July 16, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			A clutch of headlines over a span of two days in April: US dispatches elite troops to Ukraine. US sends warships to Yemen to join naval blockade. BP taking more oil from Iraq in payments as government coffers dwindle. Saudi bombs boost al Qaeda. Sale of US arms fuels wars in Arab states. Michelle Bachmann says all signs point to the Rapture. For the first time in my life, I agree with Michelle Bachmann. (Note: This was my column in the May edition of CounterPunch magazine.) You remember Bachmann, don’t you? She was once considered a serious candidate for the
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				XPOTUSES in Paradise: Bill and George Gab About Old Times			
		

				
					
			July 10, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			“Come on now, George, admit it: I killed more Iraqi civilians than you ever did, with my sanctions. Don’t you remember my Madeline Albright admitting that 500,000 children had died from those sanctions? And that’s not even counting the old and the sick and the weak and the poor. We’ve got to be talking a million, maybe even 1.5 mill in total. And all of ‘em civilians. What did you bag? About a million, wasn’t it? But hell, at least some of those were soldiers – and it was a war, for god’s sake. We got our crop of corpses
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				False Flag Op: Heritage and Hokum in Rebel Banner Row			
		

				
					
			July 2, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			And now, an important message from the Hon. Ambrose Calhoun Merriweather, former governor of South Carolina: “My fellow Americans, as we gather to celebrate the birth of our nation, I am saddened to see how some people are trying to sow dissension and division among us, stirring up needless controversy over the Confederate battle flag that flies at the capital of our great state of South Carolina, and at some of our sister states across the South. How it pains me to see that flag cast down in the dirt as an emblem of dishonor. This is wrong, my friends.
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				Athens Agonistes: Troika Extremists Write New Greek Tragedy			
		

				
					
			June 29, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			The people of Greece are being driven to their knees by a gang of brutal religious extremists, willing to destroy whole nations for the sake of something that doesn’t even exist. Yet the ‘civilized’ world cheers these barbarians on as they despoil the cradle of Western democracy. Greece is facing total collapse unless it knuckles under to the draconian demands of the bizarre cultists known as the Troika, a sinister union of three extremist groups (the I.M.F., the European Central Bank and the European Commission) who seek to impose their harsh and rigid way of life across the world. They
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				Fresh Horses: Roadside Stop on the Imperial Highway			
		

				
					
			June 21, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			Very sorry for the dearth of posts in recent weeks. This is due to personal reasons, which I’ll not bore you with. I hope to be writing more here in the near future. I do manage to twit a tweet every now and then, which you can check out at @empireburlesque. More later, I hope. In the meantime, many thanks to those who still read and support the blog. I hope to be worthy of that support again soon.
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				Our Lives in the Larder: Celebrating Another Defeat for Freedom			
		

				
					
			June 2, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			I was going to write about the bizarre and rather sad celebrations across the progressosphere about the great paradigm-shifting “victory” in the passage of the “U.S.A. Freedom Act” — but I find that Tarzie has got there the fustest with the mostest with a fine piece that nails this momentous event as the tremulous sham that it is. He was notes that Rand Paul — new hero of freedom-lovers everywhere — is now calling for 1,000 more FBI agents to monitor the thoughts, beliefs and actions of Americans to make sure they don’t get up to none of them terroristic-like
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				Progressive Apocalypse: Obama Opens Door to Nuclear Nightmare			
		

				
					
			May 31, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			As all the world knows, the United States government is fervently dedicated to advancing the cause of peace throughout the world. Tirelessly, selflessly — and thanklessly — America pursues this noble mission in every corner of the globe: standing shoulder to shoulder with Saudi extremists in slaughtering civilians in Yemen, with al Qaeda and ISIS beheading their way across Syria, with fascist militias in Ukraine. But recently, America’s Nobel Peace Prize-winning president went far beyond these localized acts of lovingkindness and made a beneficent decision that potentially could effect every single person drawing breath on our blue planet. Late last
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				Helping a Voice of Truth Through a Season in Hell			
		

				
					
			May 27, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			Arthur Silber has resurfaced after yet another long season in hell — but only to say that the hell goes on, although he hopes to be writing again soon. This, as always, is a consummation devoutly to be wished. As he depends on contributions given for his writing, and as he has not been able to write for several months, he is doubtless in need of support. If you can give, please consider heading over to his site and putting something in the jar. …. I’ve not been writing much myself of late, for various reasons, including some health-related issues
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