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				Danse Macabre: Blessed Be the Bipartisans			
		

				
					
			January 13, 2016		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			“And so I said, ‘We came, we saw, he died!’ And now they’ve got death and chaos up the wazoo! Have I not done well, Master?” “Finished your training you have. Well you have done. But far yet must you go your teacher to match. My words you recall when Cambodia we destroyed with fire from the sky? ‘It’s an order, it’s to be done. Anything that flies on everything that moves. You got that?’ Happy conduit I was for the death of so many. But surpass me you might, when power is yours. Befall it may you your promise
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			January 11, 2016		
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			(Sorry for the dearth in posting. Hope to do more soon, if anyone is still out there. Meanwhile, here’s my column from last month’s CounterPunch print magazine.) *** Just hours after the UK Parliament’s vote to bomb Syria on December 2, four British jets were scrambling from their base in Cyprus, on their way to strike oilfields held by ISIS. The launch point, Akrotiri, one of two UK bases on the island, was apt: Cyprus was one of the last colonies acquired by Britain — formally annexed in 1925, as the tidal wave of the Empire’s “late Victorian holocausts” was
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				Two-Second Atrocity: A Sick Society Exudes Its Stench			
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			Tamir Rice, 12, carrying a toy gun, was shot two seconds after the officer arrived. It’s overwhemingly obvious that the officer went on the call intending to kill the “suspect” immediately. No warning, no talk, just an instantaneous draw-and-fire. But he faces no charges at all for what was obviously an intent to kill, regardless of the circumstances. Contrast the treatment of Dylann Roof — an adult mass murderer on the run, subject to an “armed and dangerous alert” (which means that officers should expect to face an immediate and deadly threat). When Roof was found by police, he was
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				STW Head Joins Cameron & Blairites in Twisting Truth on “Whirlwind” Post			
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			An open letter to Andrew Murray, chair of the Stop the War coalition: In your Guardian interview with John Harris, you joined David Cameron and the pro-war Blairites in completely mischaracterising my “Reaping the Whirlwind” blogpost. You said you objected to it because it did not “completely condemn the Paris massacres.” This is absolutely untrue — as you would know if you had actually read the article which your own organisation posted on its website (without asking me) then removed. I ask you now to read this passage from the blogpost: “I write in despair. Despair of course at the
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				Gutless Wonders: America Gladly Thrusts Its Neck Under the Jackboot			
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			Just a quick thought: when did America become a nation of such gutless, frothing cowards? Induced panics — political, ‘moral,’ financial, etc. — are an endemic feature of American history, of course. But to see people positively revelling in their cowardice — proud of it, boasting of it, building their lives around it — as they are today seems like something new, in degree if nothing else. Certainly since the McCarthy days, at least. For example, I lived through an era when a global superpower had a vast nuclear arsenal on hair-trigger alert aimed directly at the US — yet
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				Broken Record: The “Whirlwind” of Mendacity in Labour Plotting Goes On			
		

				
					
			December 7, 2015		
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			[NEW UPDATE. The Guardian has just published the letter below, so I’ve edited the intro here.] As the ersatz angst over Jeremy Corbyn’s links to Stop the War UK flares up once more in the endless plotting of Labour factionalists, my post-Paris blog post about “reaping the whirlwind” has raised its “disreputable” head again. With the latest mentions continuing the universal misrepresentation of the post, I wrote the letter below to the Guardian, in yet another wan attempt to set the record straight: To the Editor:As the author of the original “reaping the whirlwind” blog that was briefly reposted (without
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				Racist Compassion: The Magical Pigmentation Protection Against “Terrorism”			
		

				
					
			November 29, 2015		
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			Look, here’s how it is: a white man dressed in Klan robes and a Nazi armband could shoot up a kindergarten shouting, “I’m a racist fascist terrorist deliberately committing terrorist acts to terrorize society!!!”, and the New York Times would still characterize him as “troubled soul, struggling with personal issues, an imperfect but a good man.” That’s just how it is. There is literally nothing — nothing — that a white killer can do in America that will cause him to be labelled a “terrorist.” Even if, like Dylann Roof, he explicitly states that he is committing an overt act
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				Word Games: False Premises Fuel Bogus Debate on Bombing Syria			
		

				
					
			November 27, 2015		
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			The debate over bombing ISIS in Syria rests on what one can only assume is a deliberate misapprehension. The imputation of this “debate” is that we “must do something” to quell and defeat ISIS; and the essential, imperative thing we must do to accomplish this vital goal is to bomb Syria. But of course the UK is already bombing ISIS. It bombs ISIS nearly every day — in the group’s heartland, Iraq. It has flown “thousands of missions” against ISIS, dropped tons of bombs, killed many people. Has this quelled or defeated ISIS, or curtailed its reach? Obviously not. The
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				Bleaters and Tweeters: On Briefly Being a Political Football			
		

				
					
			November 17, 2015		
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			(UPDATED BELOW) (UPDATED AGAIN) For the past few days, I’ve had the curious experience of being — peripherally, indirectly — a political football. The original piece I wrote on the Paris bombing got picked up by StopTheWar UK, an organization associated with Jeremy Corbyn, and was then used by Labour Blairites and Tory twits to bash Corbyn for the “sickening” article, which showed what an ungodly radical he really was. He was later asked about it by the BBC. Of course, I was not and am not associated with STW in any way. Without my knowledge or permission, someone at
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				A Game Worth the Candle: Terror and the Agenda of our Elites			
		

				
					
			November 14, 2015		
				
			No Comments		
				

				
			People see the carnage in Paris, and cry, “When will this end?” The hard answer is that it is not going to end, not any time soon. We are living through the horrific consequences of decisions and actions taken long ago, as well as those of being taken right now. The currents and movements set in motion by these actions cannot be quelled in an instant — not by wishing, not by hashtags of solidarity or light shows on iconic buildings … and certainly not by more bombing, destruction, repression and lies, which are the main drivers of our present-day
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